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L egidative

Support the Rhodelsland Transportation I nvestment and Debt Reduction Act of
2011 (S148, H5789) to create sustainable investmentsin road and bridge rehahilitation,
maintenance, public transt and to smultaneoudy reduce the amount of borrowing
through bonds. This bill will reduce future debt-service obligations while increasing the
investment in Rhode Idand’ s transportation infrastructure.

This bill will:

Create theRhodeldand Highway M aintenance and Public Transit Trust
Fund. The Trust Fund would be overseenby the State Planning Council within the
Department of Adminigtration’s Divison of Planning. Trust fund money would be
alocated asfollows:

50% to RIDOT for maintenance and repair of existing roads and bridges
35% to RIPTA for capital expenditures or operations maintenance
15% to cities and towns for maintenance and repair of loca roads

Invest in theTrust Fund through an increasein theauto registration feeof $20
per year. This source of funding would generate an estimated $23 million annually.
This and seven other recommendations were included in the 2008 Governor’s Blue
Ribbon Panel (BRP) report on Rhode Idand’ s Transportation Future. Other funding
sources could be added to the Trust Fund in order to address the shortfal in
transportation funding needs. The BRP reported the funding gap that exists to bring
al roads and bridges into a state of good repair is $285 million annualy for 10
years.

Reduce future debt by capping the amount of borrowing through bonds.

For every $10 million directed to the Department of Transportation from the Trust
Fund, the amount of RIDOT’ snext biennial bond issue would be reduced by $5
million from the base amount. For decades, Rhode |sland has issued bonds in order
to provide the 20% match required to bring federd transportation dollars into
Rhode Iland. The bonds have created asubstantial debt burden that will have to be
serviced for generations. In 2011, over 50% of the money allocated to RIDOT from
the gasoline tax will pay for debt service on past bond issues.
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State Poalicy

In order to ensure proper legidative oversight for al modes of transportation in an integrated fashion,
we recommend that the Genera Assembly establish a Standing Committee on Transportation,
perhaps by expanding the scope of the existing Joint Committee on Highway Safety.

Advanceimplementation of the State Employee Commuter Reduction Act which passed the 2008
Generd Assembly (S2881 /H7377). The Act set up a Task Force to develop, publicize and
implement a plan to provide incentives for state employees to reduce vehicle miles travelled (VMTS),
including the option to opt out of free parking in lieu of a public trangit pass.

Advanceimplementation of infrastructure projects that were awarded 100% federally funded grants
in 2007 and 2010 through the Rl Safe Routes to School program.

L ocal

Encourage “wakable, bikeable” communities. Promote adoption of municipa resolutions that
encourage incorporation of Complete Streetsprinciples into local Comprehensive Community Plans.

Promote the Ingtitute for Transportation Engineer’s (ITE) Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) Manua
asrecommended design practice for local road construction or reconstruction.

Engage loca planners, DPW officials, and town engineers.

Legidative

Reauthorization of the Federal Transportation Spending Bill

Advocate for swift reauthorization of the federal transportation spending bill and for incluson of
CTC principles. SAFETEA-LU expired September 30, 2009 and has been extended by Continuing
Resolution six times.

National Transportation Objectives Act
Establishes nationa transportation objectives and performance targets for the purpose of assessing

progress toward meeting national transportation objectives.

Complete StreetsAct
Ensures that al users of the transportation system, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users,
children, older individuals, and individuds with disabilities, are able to travel safely and conveniently

on and across federally funded streets and highways.



